
 

"The nation is indebted to the tribal communities for saving country's the forest land. 
Tribals know how to lead a sustainable life in consonance and closed coordination with 

nature. India's foremost freedom fighters were people from the tribal community”  
- Narendra Modi, Prime Minister of India
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Chenchu Tribes: 
The Indigenous community of Telangana State

7-Points Demands of Tribal community

Tribal Development in Telangana State 

Promoting education, providing health care, 
supporting for livelihoods, implementing welfare 
s c h e m e s , d e v e l o p i n g i n f r a s t r u c t u r e , 
strengthening tribal developing institutions, 
empowering tribal communities are key activities 
of the Telangana State. Tribal communities such 
as the Chenchu, Yerukala, Lambadi, Kondareddi, 
Thotti, Kolam, Andh, Pardhan, Naikpod, Gond, and 
Koya are listed as STs in the State. After the 
formation of the new State of Telangana on the 
2nd June, 2014, the State Government has given 
top-most priority for the development of these 
above Scheduled Tribe population in Telangana 
State, which accounts for 9.34 per cent of the 
total population (as per 2011 census), which is 
significantly higher compared to the percentage 
of STs in the country. Many innovative schemes 
are implemented through Tribal Welfare 
Department in the State with the vision of social, 
economic, cultural and psychological support for 
the advancement of tribes of Telangana State.  

“India will prosper when our tribal communities proper” 
Shri Narendra Modi, Hon’ble Prime Minister of India 



 
The Scheduled Tribes:
The Scheduled Tribes constitute 10,42,81,034 (9%) of India’s total population, about 
104 million people according to the 2011 census. This is the largest population of the 
adivasis (tribals) in the world. Tribals of India are known as Indigenous People. These 
Indigenous people are generally called ‘Adivasis’ implying ‘original Inhabitants’ of the 
land. There are over 705 Scheduled Tribes (STs) spread all over the country and 
among them 75 communities are particularly vulnerable tribal groups (PTGs) with 
special provisions for their socio-economic development with sufficient fund allocation 
by the Ministry of Tribal Affairs of the Government of India. The Scheduled Tribes of 
India can be classified under three categories such as ‘hill-tribes’ who live in jungles/
forests, ‘plain-tribes’ who live in foot-hills/villages and ‘nomadic & semi-nomadic’ who 
are migrants and displaced. 

Development-based modernisation processes have resulted in massive encroachment 
into tribal habitats, traditions, values, livelihoods, identity, and language due to 
domination and discrimination. This has in turn resulted in forced migration, poverty, 
inequality, injustice, indebtedness, and disparities. Today many tribal people are forced 
to work as bonded labourers and facing continued discrimination and ruthless 
exploitation, which increased violence against women, children and youth who are in 
dangerous situation. The profit-oriented modern development process made adverse 
effect in forest,  agricultural, environment, community resources and change in 
climate. It impacted extensively on Chenchu tribes who are now struggling for survival. 

The Chenchus Tribes:
The  Chenchus  are a  pre-dravidian  tribe, a designated  Scheduled Tribe  living in 
Telangana and Andhra Pradesh State. They are an aboriginal tribe whose traditional 
way of life has been based on hunting, food gathering and living with nature. They are 
characterised by independence and personal freedom. Chenchus are social organised 
as matriarchy values based community. They mainly believe in Bhagaban taru who 
lives in the sky and look after the Chenchus in all aspects of their life. Another deity 
they worship is Chenchu Lakshmi. Goddess Chenchu Lakshmi was born in Chenchu 
tribes and then Sri Jwala Narasimha weds her. To date, the local Chenchu tribes treat 
the Lord Narasimha as their ‘son in-law’ and Goddess Chenchu Lakshmi as their own 
daughter.  In general, the Chenchu relationship to non-tribal people has been largely 
symbiotic with shyness. Some Chenchus have continued to specialise in collecting 
forest products for sale to non-tribal people. Many Chenchus live in the sparse and 
deciduous Nallamala forest—mainly on the basin of Krishna river covering 48 villages.

The Checnhu tribes collect jungle products like herbs, roots, tubers, leaves, flowers, 
fruits, honey, gum, tamarind, and sell them in the local market. Honey is the favourite 
minor-forest products which they sell it to the traders and cooperatives. The Chenchus 
are referred to as one of the Primitive Tribal Groups that are still dependent on forests 
resources, some are working as agricultural labourers and cattle grazing and few are 
migrated to work as wage-labourers. Majority of the Chenchu tribes are living in the 
districts of Mahabubnagar, Nagarkurnool, Narayanapet, Wanaparthy, Vikarabad, 
Rangareddy, Nalgonda  districts.  In today situation, Chenchus are facing several 
problems due to indebtedness, contractors, declaration of forest into tiger reserves, 
change in climate, domination of mainstream society and further impact of Covid-19. 



  Government laws and policies: 
The Constitution of India seeks to secure for all its citizens, among other things, social 
and economic justice, equality of status and opportunity and assures the dignity of the 
individual.  All Rights available to the Citizens of India, enshrined in the Constitution or 
any law of the land or any order of the Government are equally available to the 
Scheduled Tribes also. Some of the laws and government polices are supporting for 
development of Scheduled Tribes including the socio-economic welfare of Chenchus. 
This includes “The Provisions of the Panchayats (Extension to Scheduled Areas) Act, 
1996 (PESA), The Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers 
(Recognition of  Forest Rights)  Act, 2006, (FRA), The Scheduled Castes and the 
Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989 (POA), The Bonded Labour 
System (Abolition) Act, 1976 (BLSA), The National Rural Employment Guarantee Act 
2005 (NREGA), The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act 
2009  (RTE), Tribal sub-plan (TSP) for the advancement of adivasi communities in 
India. However, due to ineffective implementation of laws, the fruits of independence 
and legislations are not benefitted to tribal communities. Many years, the government 
allocated budget is not reaching to the tribal community. According to the Socio-
Economic Review report (2020), over 58% of the scheduled tribes (STs) live in below 
poverty line (BPL) and poorest situation of extreme poverty. Over 65% of the STs are 
landless as per the 2011 Census. Poverty lies among adivasi people and they are 
deprived of rights of equality, justice and lack of opportunity for development.

Issues and Problems faced by the Chenchu Tribes: 
The gaps between tribals and non-tribals in terms of socio-economic and educational 
development are unsolved problem. Adult literacy rates still remain comparatively 
lower for STs as compared to SCs, BCs or general parts of the population. While 
gross enrolment rates have been rising, there are higher drop-out rates at secondary 
school levels among ST children, at 78.5%. Primary level drop-out rates reduced. ST 
communities were dependent on natural resources like forest and pastureland for 
livelihood; the access to the common resources played an important role in holding 
the community together. In the recent years there has been large scale encroachment 
on the common property resources and government departments, development 
organisations and NGOs have been working in clearing these challenges. Despite 
policy commitments to financial inclusion for the welfare of vulnerable tribal 
communities as a measure to lift them out of debt bondage and the forced migration is 
continue to thrive in tribal areas. Hence, it is most important that we adopt inclusive 
approach in all development programs with participatory planning process for the 
sustainable progress of the country which includes advancing adivasi communities. 

Emerging issues are major challenge for establishing social justice and for sustainable 
development of adivasi communities in the present Digital and Post-COVID years. We 
need participatory action with sufficient budget to overcome obstacles and challenges 
for the advancement of adivasi communities and for their future generations.

Requirement of fundamental rights, empowerment of tribal women with livelihoods, 
enhancement of adivasi community with pro-tribal legislations, increasing participation 
of tribal people in the panchayat raj institutions and promotion through ITDA are to be 
strategies for socio-economic development of the vulnerable tribal groups in the State.



Needs and Recommendations for the welfare of Chenchu Tribes: 
The Chenchu tribe community are living in more than 162 villages in 25 Mandals covering 
predominantly in the districts of Nagarkurnool, Mahabubnagar, Rangareddy, Vikarabad, and 
Nalgonda district with the population of above 180,000. Most of them are living adjoining to the 
forest and foot hills. The Tribal Welfare Department of Telangana State is taking steps to 
promote socio-economic development of these tribes. However, it is important that we 
concentrate on some important areas including sufficient budget allocation to ITDA to work 
efficiently for the rights and needs of Chenchu tribes, enforcement of the pro-tribal legislations 
with the active participation of district administration, providing quality education in tribal areas 
with committed teachers, increasing better health care opportunities, developing local 
employments with forest-based economy, preventing money-lenders and labour exploitation, 
empowering tribal leaders through local self-government, periodical review on the progress of 
the tribal community and creating opportunity to share their scientific knowledge in combating 
climate change and involving them in conservation of forest resources and so on. 

1. It is most important that, we first, full-fill Fundamental Needs of Adivasi Chenchu 
Communities which includes house sites with government free housing, electricity, 
drinking water, transport, communication, health care, school education, support for 
economic development, access to government welfare schemes, scholarship for higher 
education, special aid for skill development and capacity building of tribal you and 
subsidised bank loans for the livelihoods development with women’s leadership.

2. Chenchu peoples’s economy is mostly depending on the forest resources, agricultural 
activities, animal husbandry, traditional medicinal knowledge, honey collection, fish 
production, vegetable sale in local markets, labour work for wages and migration for 
survival.  Total employment opportunities for Chenchu tribes has to be achieved with 
special provisions through ITDA in a time-frame action plan. State government must 
have separate planning meeting with tribal leaders for Participatory Tribal Development 
Approach (PTDA) with elected PRI leaders for improving tribal economy and providing 
necessary financial assistance for increasing growth rate. Hence, it is suggested that 
Integrated Tribal Development Agency (ITDA) with sufficient budget and 
infrastructure should be created to every districts for inclusive development. 

3. The main objective of the Right to Education Act 2009 (RTE) is  to ensure that each 
child in India receives quality elementary education irrespective of their economic or 
community background; this includes children who are forced to drop out of school like 
the tribal kids. It is obligatory for the Government to provide quality education to all 
children. So, residential school with good infrastructure in every mandals need to 
constructed and ensure that all tribal children are in schools. Additionally, their parents 
are protected through livelihoods. 



4. The State government should take advanced steps in enforcement of the Scheduled 
Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act 
2006 (FRA) in all tribal villages. It should be implemented in its true spirit as per the 
government’s acknowledgment of the “historical injustice” done to the tribal/ 
adivasis /forest people before and after the independence and its attempts to rectify 
the progressive development of the scheduled tribes. It is most urgent the 
government takes effective step in review of the implementation of the Forest Rights 
Act 2006 for the land rights as well as forming Forest Rights Committees for 
community rights.

5. The bonded labour system is changing its shape from traditional ways to modern 
types due to numerous reasons including COVID-19. Issues such as Displacement, 
Discrimination, Unemployment and Migration are remains as major challenges. 
Almost 75% of the labourers are from rural areas and in which tribal labourers are 
the vulnerable. They face face high-risks due to highly unregulated and unmonitored 
work environment. Vulnerability to slavery has common elements, with poverty, 
ignorance, illiteracy, and deep structural exploitation system. Hence there is strong 
need for effective enforcement of Bonded Labour System (Abolition) Act 1976 to 
end bonded labour with inter-dept-coordination.

6. MGNREGA scheme is a powerful instrument for creating wage assurance for tribals 
and rural people through village-reconstruction process. It has created impact on 
social protection, livelihood security at all local panchayats. The focus on poverty 
has been sharpened and strengthened by our government by restricting and 
revamping income through MGNREGA Scheme. Inorder to remove poverty and 
create fuller employment for the tribal people, it is required that we increase 150-
days of assured employment. This must be ensured through adequate funding and 
disbursement with gram-shabas.

7. Economic development of the tribal communities is most important and the tribal 
people have birth right over the forest resources. Collection, processing and 
marketing of Minor-Forest Products (MFP) has to be given much importance and 
for promotion of regular income. This activity has strong linkage to tribal women’s 
financial empowerment as most of the Minor Forest Produces are collected and sold 
by women. The State Government must reframe policy for MFP to Chenchu tribes 
and bring-out orders to allocate all MFP to all the tribal people living mainly 
depending on forest resources in the State.

Conclusion:

These above 7-Points Demands are highly important for sustainable progress of the tribal 
people. We hope the concern government departments will understand these rights and 
take necessary steps to fulfil these needs of tribal communities. In fact, we have wonderful 
laws in our country and extremely best government systems to provide equal opportunity 
for everyone including the development of Chenchu tribes. But the problem is priority to the 
issue, active functions of the systems, attitude in approach, commitment of the officials, 
participation of citizens, implementation with responsibilities and regular monitoring 
mechanism. This will make differences among the scheduled tribes for the inclusive 
development and welfare of the adivasi communities of Telangana State.


